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Department of State § 10.735–202 

Subpart B—Ethical and Other 
Conduct and Responsibilities 
of Employees 

§ 10.735–201 General. 
(a) Proscribed actions. An employee 

shall avoid any action, whether or not 
specifically prohibited by the regula-
tions in this part, which might result 
in, or create the appearance of: 

(1) Using public office for private 
gain; 

(2) Giving preferential treatment to 
any person; 

(3) Impeding Government efficiency 
or economy; 

(4) Losing independence or impar-
tiality; 

(5) Making a Government decision 
outside official channels; or 

(6) Affecting adversely the confidence 
of the public in the integrity of the 
Government. 

(b) Applicability to members of families 
of employees. A U.S. citizen employee 
shall take care that certain respon-
sibilities placed on the employee are 
also observed by members of the em-
ployee’s family. These are the restric-
tions in regard to: Acceptance of gifts 
(§§ 10.735–202 and 10.735–203); economic 
and financial activities abroad (§ 10.735– 
206); teaching, lecturing, and writing 
(§ 10.735–204(c)); participation in activi-
ties of private organizations (§ 10.735– 
211(c)); and political activities abroad 
(§ 10.735–211(g)). 

§ 10.735–202 Gifts, entertainment, and 
favors. 

(a) Acceptance prohibited. Except as 
provided in paragraphs (b), (c), and (d) 
of this section, an employee shall not 
solicit or accept, directly or indirectly, 
any gift, gratuity, favor, entertain-
ment, loan, or any other thing of mon-
etary value, from a person who: 

(1) Has, or is seeking to obtain, con-
tractual or other business or financial 
relations with the employee’s agency; 

(2) Conducts operations or activities 
that are regulated by the employee’s 
agency; 

(3) Has interests that may be sub-
stantially affected by the performance 
or nonperformance of the employee’s 
official duty; or 

(4) Appears to be offering the gift 
with the hope or expectation of obtain-

ing advantage or preferment in dealing 
with the U.S. Government for any pur-
pose. 

(b) Acceptance permitted. The provi-
sions of paragraph (a) of this section do 
not apply to: 

(1) Gifts, gratuities, favors, enter-
tainments, loans, or any other thing of 
monetary value received on account of 
close family or personal relationships 
when the circumstances make it clear 
that it is that relationship rather than 
the business of the persons concerned 
which is the motivating factor; 

(2) Acceptance of loans from banks or 
other financial institutions on cus-
tomary terms to finance proper and 
usual activities of employees, such as 
home mortgage loans; 

(3) Acceptance of unsolicited adver-
tising or promotional material, such as 
pens, pencils, note pads, calendars, and 
other items of nominal intrinsic value; 

(4) Acceptance of rates and discounts 
offered to employees as a class. 

(c) Acceptance permitted for State and 
ICA employees. For State and ICA em-
ployees the provisions of paragraph (a) 
of this section do not apply to: Accept-
ance of food and refreshments of nomi-
nal value on infrequent occasions in 
the ordinary course of a luncheon or 
dinner meeting or other meeting or on 
an inspection tour where an employee 
may properly be in attendance. 

(d) Acceptance permitted for AID em-
ployees. For AID employees the provi-
sions of paragraph (a) of this section do 
not apply in the following situations: 

(1) Acceptance of food, refreshments, 
or entertainment of nominal value on 
infrequent occasions offered in the or-
dinary course of luncheons, dinners, or 
other meetings and gatherings hosted 
by foreign governments or agencies and 
officials thereof, embassies, and inter-
national organizations, where the pri-
mary purpose of the function is rep-
resentational or social, rather than the 
transaction of business. Where the pri-
mary purpose of the function is the 
transaction of business, acceptance is 
not permitted, except if there is jus-
tification and reporting in accordance 
with paragraph (d)(4) of this section. 

(2) Participation in widely attended 
lunches, dinners, and similar gath-
erings sponsored by industrial, tech-
nical, and professional associations for 
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the discussion of matters of mutual in-
terest to Government and industry. 

(3) Acceptance of food, refreshments, 
or entertainment in the unusual situa-
tion where the employee, by virtue of 
the location of the person, firm, cor-
poration, or other entity, or the regu-
lations governing its dining facilities, 
finds it inconvenient or impracticable 
not to accept the offer. Each case of ac-
ceptance shall be reported in accord-
ance with the requirement of para-
graph (d)(4) of this section. In no other 
case shall employees accept food, re-
freshments, or entertainment from pri-
vate corporations, entities, firms, or 
individual contractors at occasions 
which are other than widely attended 
functions whose purposes are unrelated 
to Agency business. 

(4) In exceptional circumstances 
where acceptance of food, refresh-
ments, or entertainment is not author-
ized by paragraphs (d) (1), (2), and (3) of 
this section, but where, in the judg-
ment of the individual concerned, the 
Government’s interest would be served 
by such acceptance directly or indi-
rectly from any foreign government, 
agency, or official thereof or a private 
person, firm, corporation, or other en-
tity which is engaged or is endeavoring 
to engage in business transactions of 
any sort with AID, an employee may 
accept the offer: Provided, That a re-
port of the circumstances, together 
with the employee’s statement as to 
how the Government’s interests were 
served, will be made within 48 hours to 
the employee’s supervisor, or, if the 
employee is serving abroad, or on tem-
porary duty abroad, to the Mission Di-
rector. 

(e) Gifts to superiors. An employee 
shall for a gift to an official superior, 
make a donation as a gift to an official 
superior, or accept a gift from an em-
ployee receiving less pay than the em-
ployee (5 U.S.C. 7351). However, this 
paragraph does not prohibit a vol-
untary gift of nominal value or dona-
tion in a nominal amount made on a 
special occasion such as marriage, ill-
ness, or retirement. 

(f) Neither this section nor § 10.735–204 
precludes an employee from receipt of 
bona fide reimbursement, unless pro-
hibited by law, for expenses of travel 
and such other necessary subsistence 

as is compatible with this part for 
which no Government payment or re-
imbursement is made. However, this 
paragraph does not allow an employee 
to be reimbursed, or payment to be 
made on the employee’s behalf, for ex-
cessive personal living expenses, gifts, 
entertainment, or other personal bene-
fits, nor does it allow an employee to 
be reimbursed by a person for travel on 
official business under agency orders 
when reimbursement is proscribed by 
Decision B–128527 of the Comptroller 
General dated March 7, 1967. 

§ 10.735–203 Gifts from foreign govern-
ments. 

An employee shall not accept a gift, 
present, decoration, or other thing 
from a foreign government unless au-
thorized by Congress as provided by the 
Constitution and in 5 U.S.C. 7342, and 
the regulations promulgated there-
under pursuant to E.O. 11320, 31 FR 
15789. These regulations are set forth in 
part 3 of this title (as added, 32 FR 6569, 
Apr. 28, 1967), and in 3 FAM 621. 

§ 10.735–204 Outside employment and 
other activity. 

(a) An employee shall not engage in 
outside employment or other outside 
activity not compatible with the full 
and proper discharge of the duties and 
responsibilities of Government employ-
ment. Incompatible activities include 
but are not limited to: 

(1) Acceptance of a fee, compensa-
tion, gift, payment of expense, or any 
other thing of monetary value in cir-
cumstances in which acceptance may 
result in, or create the appearance of, 
conflicts of interest; or 

(2) Outside employment which tends 
to impair the employee’s mental or 
physical capacity to perform Govern-
ment duties and responsibilities in an 
acceptable manner. 

(b) An employee shall not receive any 
salary or anything of monetary value 
from a private source as compensation 
for the employee’s services to the Gov-
ernment (18 U.S.C. 209). 

(c) Employees are encouraged to en-
gage in teaching, lecturing, and writ-
ing that is not prohibited by law, the 
Executive order, this part, or the agen-
cy regulations. However, an employee 
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